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of its visitors. They will also find it hard to
reflect contemporary activity and issues.

The National Maritime Museum’s (NMM)
Maritime London gallery, which opened in
1999, tried to explain the role of present-day
maritime business in the city, which is still
very important to the British economy. But
it failed to engage visitors and was rapidly
replaced with a more historical survey of the
capital’s maritime experience.

Representing the work of contemporary

There will be challenges ahead, but I
believe that the best maritime museums are
flexible, can and do move with the times, and
will continue to interpret and contribute to
maritime heritage, which is an important
part of communities across the world.
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